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was mentored by Morehouse’s 10th president
Dr. Robert Michael Franklin. While serving at
Morehouse, Dr. Bynum significantly enhanced
student-administration relations, improved the
efficiency and effectiveness of student serv-
ices, started, envisioned and led the initiative
which established the Parents Council and im-
plemented the nationally acclaimed More-
house “Appropriate Attire Policy.”

Prior to Morehouse, Dr. Bynum served as
the Vice President for Student Affairs & Enroll-
ment Management (2000—-2009) at The Lin-
coln University (PA). During his nine years of
service, he was successful in nearly doubling
Lincoln’s enroliment and recruited the 4 larg-
est new student classes (900+) in the Univer-
sity’s 150 year history. Dr. Bynum also led the
Board approved Student Enhancement Initia-
tive, which entailed elevating Lincoln from
NCAA Division Ill to NCAA Division Il ath-
letics, reactivated Lincoln’s membership in the
Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association
(CIAA) conference, returned football to the
campus after a 40 year absence and started
the University’s first marching band program:
“The Orange Crush.” At Lincoln, Dr. Bynum
was mentored by Dr. Ivory Nelson, the Univer-
sity’s 12th president, who garnered over $200
million in capital construction to transform the
campus physical plant.

Prior to LU, Dr. Bynum served as the Asso-
ciate Vice President and Dean of Students at
Clark Atlanta University (1993-2000), and he
was the Number 2 person in the division that
recruited the 4 largest classes (1500+) in the
then 125 year history of CAU. While at CAU,
Dr. Bynum was mentored by and developed
strong strategic planning and assessment
skills from Dr. Doris Walker Weathers. During
his CAU days, Dr. Bynum was nicknamed
“Bye-Bye Bynum” for his no-nonsense ap-
proach to judicial affairs and enhancing the
campus culture and environment.

In addition to his enrollment management
and student affairs work, Dr. Bynum has lec-
tured and/or taught as well. He served as the
Covington Distinguished Professor of Soci-
ology at Davidson and at Morehouse, he was
an adjunct professor in the Leadership Studies
program and Sociology department. Dr.
Bynum’s other professional experience in-
cludes research and teaching positions at the
Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia
Tech), Duke University and Durham and
Edgecombe Community Colleges. He started
his educational career as a teacher, football
and wrestling coach in the Rocky Mount (N.C.)
City School System (1984-87) and the Dekalb
County (GA) School System (1987-88). Dr.
Bynum has represented his institutions in nu-
merous external programs and at professional
conferences, while serving as a presenter or
moderator. He has authored refereed articles
in professional journals and presented papers
with academic and social themes. Trained as
a Quantitative Sociologist, Dr. Bynum still re-
mains active in research and teaching. His re-
search and teaching interests center around:
(1) Black Church Studies; (2) Race, Gender
and Ethnicity; and (3) Organizations, Markets
and Work.

His publications include: A co-authored arti-
cle with Duke colleagues in the sociology jour-
nal Social Forces entitled “Race and Formal
Volunteering”; a chapter entitled “The Black
Church in America: Demography and Current
Trends” in the book: Exploring The African
American Experience (3rd edition); and a short

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

story entitled “For the Love of J-Ski” in the
NASPA produced book: Stories of Inspiration:
Lessons and Laughter in Student Affairs. Dr.
Bynum is a member of Omicron Delta Kappa,
Chi Alpha Epsilon and Omega Psi Phi Frater-
nity, Inc.

A God-loving, God-fearing man, he is mar-
ried to Deborah Elaine Bynum, a manager and
34 year employee with AT&T Mobility Serv-
ices, and they are the proud parents of six
children—Tyrone (a student at Georgia State
University), Tyler (a student-athlete graduate
of Truett-McConnell College), Chelsea (a stu-
dent at Clark Atlanta University and Army Re-
servist), Zack (a student at Morehouse Col-
lege), Jordan and Jazz (both of whom are At-
lanta Public high school students).

Dr. Bynum'’s personal and professional
motto is “Look back and thank God. Look for-
ward and trust God. Look around and serve
God. Look within and find God.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Dr. William B. Bynum, Jr., a
teacher, professional and educator for his con-
tribution to serving others and giving back to
the African American community.

———

LAKE ARROWHEAD CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE TO HOST AWARDS
GALA

HON. PAUL COOK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in spe-
cial recognition of the Lake Arrowhead Cham-
ber of Commerce Awards Gala that was held
on February 20, 2016. Lake Arrowhead is an
unincorporated mountain community in San
Bernardino County and is located in my dis-
trict.

This year, Billie and Harold Weiss will be
honored as “Citizens of the Year” for their
contributions to their community. This amazing
couple volunteers countless hours to several
organizations, including Meals on Wheels, Ar-
rowhead Arts Association, Operation Provider,
and the Rim of the World School District. |
would like to thank Billie and Harold for the
positive influence they’ve provided mountain
residents.

I would like to congratulate LouEddie’s
Pizza for receiving recognition as the “Busi-
ness of the Year.” Located in Skyforest,
LouEddie’s is not only well known for their de-
licious cuisine but also for their contributions
to local causes, which include the Skyforest
Festival and the Special Olympian dinner.

Finally, it is an honor to recognize the Rim
Educational Foundation as the “Non-Profit of
the Year.” Founded in 1987, the foundation
raises money for local schools to cover gaps
in state public education funding. Last year the
foundation raised $450,000, with 75 percent of
those funds going directly to classrooms and
the remainder was donated to the Advance-
ment through Individual Determination (AVID)
program. This certainly is a remarkable
achievement. Congratulations to all the hon-
orees who make the 8th Congressional District
of California a special place to live.
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HONORING BARBARA
CHRISTENSEN UPON HER RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE SAN
MATEO COUNTY COMMUNITY

COLLEGE DISTRICT
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Ms. Barbara Christensen upon her retirement
as a senior administrator in the San Mateo
County Community College District. In the
manner of an Olympic decathlon athlete, Bar-
bara Christensen has exceeded the bar in the
full range of professional activities over the
years, and the people of San Mateo County
have been the beneficiary.

Hired forty years ago by the district to han-
dle public affairs, Barbara performed her job
well but quickly realized that a reorganization
was needed. Soon, each campus of the com-
munity college district was communicating pro-
fessionally with the public, leading to greater
responsiveness to the public and to the devel-
opment of an individual identity for each cam-
pus. It is a brave professional who defines her
way out of a job, but Barbara quickly moved
on to even greater challenges.

This job title doesn’t formally exist at the
college district, and I'll admit that it's a mouth-
ful, but Barbara Christensen should bear the
title of “Chief Land Use Wonk and Go-To-Per-
son With Respect to Frogs and Butterflies.”
While guiding the district’'s various develop-
ments, she oversaw the creation of four CEQA
compliance documents, one of which involved
the creation of a habitat conservation plan for
frogs and butterflies. Her leadership in the de-
velopment of apartments for faculty and staff
of the district, renting at 50% of market rate in
the Bay Area’s challenging housing market,
has thrilled employees and concretely dem-
onstrated that the district cares about them
and their families. The two developments that
she shepherded through sometimes conten-
tious public hearings earned national recogni-
tion and have inspired other local agencies to
seriously consider constructing affordable
housing for public employees.

Barbara Christensen led the effort to estab-
lish the relationship between the universities
and community colleges in San Mateo, and
we now have four year degree programs
taught at Canada College, offering this cam-
pus’ diverse student body, many of them first-
generation college students, an affordable,
convenient option to obtain a four year college
degree. She secured a $1 million state grant
to begin this University Center at Canada Col-
lege.

%]As our community colleges flourished, Bar-
bara’s contribution to their success became
even greater. She spearheaded three suc-
cessful bond measures totaling $1 billion.
Today, the stunning community college cam-
puses of San Mateo County look like every
modern and highly selective college in the na-
tion.

The list of Barbara’s successes in the com-
munity college professional decathlon is too
long to recite, but her willingness to find “win-
win” choices for contentious issues placed her
at the center of four decades of successful ne-
gotiations with local taxing entities, nearby
homeowners, other districts, and the State of
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California’s personnel. She has been recog-
nized professionally by national public informa-
tion officer associations and served on the
statewide board of the community college pub-
lic relations professionals.

Mr. Speaker and members, a college edu-
cation empowers a student to be a better cit-
izen and a stronger participant in our nation’s
economy. Our community colleges are at the
center of our nation’s college system, offering
affordable college and technical degrees to
millions annually.

Given the importance of our district and the
hundreds of thousands who have been edu-
cated during her  service, Barbara
Christensen’s contribution to San Mateo Coun-
ty over four decades will be felt for at least an-
other four decades. We celebrate her retire-
ment, wish her well, and hope that she can
now have more time for friends and family.
She has sculpted both the educational and
physical landscape of San Mateo County.
There will be big shoes to fill, and a big smile
to emulate. Her example will inspire others be-
cause San Mateo County’s residents are all
the beneficiaries of the career of Barbara
Christensen.

———————

TRIBUTE TO MS. GWENDOLYN
MASON

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, the lives of many in my district
have been touched by the life of one—Ms.
Gwendolyn Mason; and

Whereas, she was born January 11, 1966 in
Atlanta, Georgia, today she celebrates a mile-
stone in her life, her 50th Birthday; and

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has
shared her time and talents for the betterment
of our community and our nation through her
tireless works, words of encouragement and
inspiration; and

Whereas, Gwendolyn Mason is a warrior for
those in need, a woman of compassion, a
fearless leader, a mother, a daughter, a sister,
a servant to all and truly a friend; her dedi-
cated service is present throughout my district,
she is an unwavering advocate for youth, the
elderly, the less fortunate and small busi-
nesses; and

Whereas, she leads by example from be-
hind the scenes, as well as front and center
as the Co-founder and Executive Director of
the Hank Stewart Foundation, Founder of
G.A.B.B., an employee of Yellow Pages, an
advocate in the fight against Breast Cancer,
as a member and minister for her beloved
church, Solid Rock Ministries and as a mem-
ber in her beloved Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc.; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Ms. Gwendolyn
Mason on the anniversary of her birth and for
her outstanding leadership and service to our
District; now therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK”
JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim January 11,
2016 as: Ms. Gwendolyn Mason Day in the
4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 11th day of January, 2016.
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HONORING THE ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENTS OF KEIANA CAVE

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the academic achievement of a bright
young lady from my Congressional district,
Keiana Cavé. Keiana is just a senior at Lusher
Charter School in New Orleans, Louisiana, but
she has accomplished more than many col-
lege graduates.

Keiana has excelled in and out of the class-
room. She has studied engineering while at
Lusher, and has been dual enrolled at Tulane
University, where she has taken biological an-
thropology and  environmental  geology
courses. She is on a fast track to earn her
Ph.D. and has already been recruited by other
notable institutions.

Keiana is no stranger to the laboratory. She
is currently a member of Tulane University’s
Van Bael lab and has previously served as a
lab technician with the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, and a nanotechnol-
ogy researcher at the University of New Orle-
ans. She has been acknowledged many times
for her work, including 1st Place U.S. Navy/
U.S. Marine Corps Office of Naval Research
Scholarship and 1st Place United States Air
Force Certificate of Achievement. Keiana’s
chemical research project won second place
out of 2,600 competitors at the 2015 Inter-
national Science and Engineering Fair, win-
ning $1,500.00 as well as receiving honorable
mention from the Consortium for Ocean Lead-
ership.

Keiana designed a method that allows the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to de-
velop certain aidehydes or toxins that form as
photo-products during oil spills. The MIT Lin-
coln Laboratory and NASA have named the
orbiting rock “2000 GD136” after Keiana, an
honor shared by fewer than 15,000 people.
The planet was discovered in 2000 by the Lin-
coln Laboratory team.

Keiana’s accomplishments are a testament
to the fact that she is a true leader and an
ideal role model for other young people in the
community. | am confident that she will take
that responsibility seriously, that she will be
able to rise to any challenge, and will work
hard to improve the world around her. | would
like to congratulate Keiana Cavé on her re-
markable accomplishments and wish her the
best in her future endeavors.

———

HONORING ALHAJI SACCOH

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Alhaji Saccoh for his
outstanding humanitarian work. A volunteer
firefighter in Collingdale, PA, Mr. Saccoh has
led an effort to provide undersupplied fire-
fighters in his native Sierra Leone with des-
perately needed equipment.

In June of 2013, Mr. Saccoh made his first
trip to Sierra Leone since fleeing the country’s
civil war in 2000. A chance visit to Sierra
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Leone’s National Fire Service in Freetown
brought him face to face with the state of his
homeland’s fire departments. The firefighters
he met lacked even the most basic protective
gear and would frequently respond to calls in
their street clothes.

This encounter inspired Mr. Saccoh to
spearhead an effort to collect used fire gear
for his counterparts in Sierra Leone. He re-
cently returned from a trip to Sierra Leone,
during which he volunteered for two months
with local firefighters and distributed approxi-
mately $50,000 worth of equipment donated
by several fire companies in Delaware County.

Mr. Saccoh’s humanitarian work extends be-
yond his work with Sierra Leonean firefighters.
A graduate of University of Pennsylvania, Mr.
Saccoh is also the founder of the Sierra Leone
Children’s Fund, a nonprofit organization that
promotes health and primary education in rural
Sierra Leone. For his work, Mr. Saccoh has
been awarded the Legion of Honor from the
Chapel of the Four Chaplains and recently re-
ceived a Wells Fargo Community Connections
Grant.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring
Mr. Saccoh for his tireless humanitarian ef-
forts, both in the United States and abroad.

———

RECOGNIZING MRS. CHARLOTTE
WADSWORTH AS THE OKALOOSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA TEACHER OF
THE YEAR

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Mrs. Charlotte Wadsworth as the
Okaloosa County, Florida Teacher of the Year.
Mrs. Wadsworth has been an inspiration to
her students, her colleagues, and her commu-
nity, and | am privileged to recognize her suc-
cess and myriad of achievements.

Mrs. Wadsworth began her teaching career
homeschooling her own children and then
working as an hourly teacher for the Blended
School for two years. In 2009, she began
working full time as a 2nd Grade Teacher at
Walker Elementary School before transferring
to Baker School as a 4th grade teacher in Oc-
tober 2011. Since August 2012, she has
served in her current capacity as a high
school English teacher at Baker High School.

Northwest Florida has been blessed with an
abundance of exemplary educators. First as a
teacher homeschooling her children, then dur-
ing her tenure teaching elementary school,
and now in her current role as a high school
teacher, Mrs. Wadsworth has proven time and
again that she understands and values the
critical role that educators play in the journey,
development, and success of their pupils.
Throughout her teaching career, Mrs. Wads-
worth has shown an unwavering commitment
to inspiring her students to reach their highest
potential. Most recently, she has demonstrated
her leadership as yearbook advisor, where
she enjoys celebrating life’s milestones, rejoic-
ing in students’ athletic and academic accom-
plishments, and capturing events in the Baker
community.

Teachers are amongst our most valuable
public servants, and they play an integral role
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